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Military English is taught not only as a linguistic code, but also as part of CIP (Curriculum of Ideology and Politics) 

education. The paper clarifies the connotations of CIP education, and describes the problems of CIP education in 

military English teaching. Then the authors address the importance of military culture and its spiritual cultivation in 

military English classrooms as an indispensable part of CIP education, and construct a model to incorporate 

military culture into language skills development and practice in military English teaching. Besides, the methods of 

CIP education in military English teaching are also discussed in the paper. 
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1. Introduction 

CIP (Curriculum of Ideology and Politics) education originated from the Shanghai ideological and political 

education reform, which advocates the combination of knowledge transfer and value guidance in colleges and 

universities to improve the effects of higher education (Gao & Ai, 2017, pp. 43-46). Generally speaking, CIP is 

the ideological and political education involved in curriculum and teaching, and it has been increasingly 

emphasized in Chinese higher education.   

Military English is an essential part of language and culture learning and teaching in military academies. It is 

known that language and culture closely connected, so military English course not only involves linguistic 

knowledge and language skills development, but also contains military culture about the target language. In this 

way, military culture is an indispensable part of CIP education. But for some military English teachers, they are 

confused that what information should be focused on military culture as CIP education, and what methods of CIP 

education should be implemented in military English practice in order to be more effective in the teaching. In this 

paper, the authors clarify the connotations of CIP education, and address the importance of integrating military 

culture knowledge and military spiritual cultivation into classroom practice as part of CIP education in military 

English teaching in military academies. What’s more, some methods of CIP education have been put forward to 

improve the effects of CIP education in the teaching. Based on the results of the study, the authors suggest that 
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more reflection and work on military culture teaching as CIP education is required to meet the needs of cadets in 

military academies. 

2. Connotations of CIP Education  

CIP education in Chinese colleges and universities aims to create a community of knowledge transfer and 

value guidance together in higher education (Ao, 2019, pp. 128-132). Just as remarks of Xi Jin-ping, the goal of 

CIP education is the same as that of specialized ideological and political courses (SIPC) (Xi, 2016). That is to 

cultivate college students to be devoted to cause of socialist construction with firm belief in communism, 

socialism, and collectivism in all subjects that are included or taught in higher education. But CIP and SIPC are 

not the same, and there are some differences and similarities between them. Table 1 compares these two terms.   
 

Table 1    

CIP and SIPC 

  CIP SIPC 

Differences Concept Curriculum of ideology and politics Specialized ideological and political 
courses 

Approach Indirect and implicit Direct and explicit  

Effect Difficult to organize and evaluate Easy to organize and evaluate 

Similarities Goal Ideological function Ideological function 
 

From the above table, we can see that CIP education is based on curriculum, emphasizes the teaching 

contents related to or involved ideological and political educationin all subjects or courses that are taught in 

colleges and universities, while SIPC refers to specific and specialized ideological and political education courses. 

The implementation of CIP is more difficult than that of SIPC, mainly because CIP is carried out by an indirect, 

inexplicit, and hidden way of ideological and political education (Song & Hau, 2017, pp. 43-46). In contrast, 

SIPC is implemented in a direct and explicit way. What’s more, the effects of CIP education are harder to 

evaluate. On the one hand, CIP contents are hidden in the courses, and teachers may take efforts to dig them out 

according to the teaching materials, while SIPC has specific teaching materials for teachers to use; on the other 

hand, CIP education can’t be directly evaluated just because of the hidden contents, while SIPC can be evaluated 

by exams. There is a certain connection between the two terms, both of which have the same goal of ideological 

and political function and are aimed at to help college students to have correct views and ideas on values, 

concepts of life, patriotism, socialism, collectivism, laws and discipline, national defense, etc.  

3. Problems of CIP Education in Military English Teaching 

In order to have a better view of CIP education in military English teaching in military academies, we 

designed a survey to investigate 15 military English teachers, ages from 28 to 50, among 5 on active service, and 

10 civilians. The survey includes a questionnaire with 10 half-open questions, with “yes” or “no” or five options 

to choose. Table 2 showed the results of the questionnaire.  
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Table 2    

A Survey on CIP Education    

 
From the results of the survey, three problems should be paid attention to: 

First, the importance of CIP education in military English teaching has not been realized by military English 

teachers. They think SIPC has performed very well in the ideological and political education, and military 

English teaching has nothing to do with the ideological and political education. What’s more, few military 

English teachers really carry out CIP education in their classes.    

Second, military culture has been ignored in military English teaching classes. The military English 

teachersmainly focus on improving cadet’s language skills and competency, and cross-cultural communication 

ability, military culture and its spiritual cultivation have been neglected.   

Third, the military experience of military English teachers is insufficient. At present, there are more and 

more civilian personnel involved in military English teaching in military academies, they have a very short time 

in the army and lack army experience in the teaching, so military English teachers should also be improved in the 

CIP education. 

4. CIP Education in Military English Teaching 

4.1 Military Culture and Military Spiritual Cultivation  

Lu Shi-shan and Han Yan (2010, p. 33) think that military culture is a special group culture, including four 

levels: military material culture, military behavior culture, military system culture, and military spiritual culture, 

Num-ber Question Results 

1 Do you know CIP education? Yes: 10 (66.7%) No: 5 (33.3%) 

2 Do you think CIP education is very 
important in your teaching? 

Yes: 4 (26.7%) No: 11 (73.3%) 

3 Do you conduct CIP education in your 
teaching? 

Yes: 4 (26.7%) No: (73.3%) 

4 Do you think what information should be 
included in CIP education in military 
English teaching?  (multiple choices) 

Military 
culture:  
5 (33.3%) 

Chinese 
culture: 
2 (13.3%) 

Western 
culture: 
15 (100%) 

All: 
4 (26.7%) 

None: 
3 (33.3%)

5 Do you know something about military 
culture? 

Yes: 6 (40.0%) No: 9 (60%) 

6 Do you think military culture should be 
taught as part of CIP education in 
military English teaching? 

Yes: 4 (26.7%) No: 11 (73.3%) 

7 How CIP education should be 
implemented in your language teaching 
classes? 

In a direct way: 
8 (53.3%) 

In an indirect way:  
5 (33.3%) 

Both: 
2 (13.3%) 

8 What are the proper ways to conduct CIP 
education in military English teaching? 
(multiple choices) 

Discussion:  
5 (33.3%) 

Debate: 
7 (46.7%) 

Visit:4 
(26.7%) 

All:6 
(40.0%) 

None: 4 
(26.7%) 

9 How long have you been in the army? 1-5 years: 
3 (33.3%) 

6-10 years:
9 (60%) 

11-15 years: 
1 (0.07%) 

16 years more: 
2 (13.3%) 

10 Have you had some military combat 
experience in the army?   

Yes: 1 (0.07%) No: 14 (93.3%) 
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and military spiritual culture is the core and soul of the entire military culture system, including military 

construction principles, principles and guiding ideology, military purposes, military values, military philosophy, 

military ethics, military theory and the principle of warand so on. This definition starts from four aspects, and 

reflects military culture from different aspects, with a focus on military spiritual culture as the core of military 

culture. 

The authors think military culture as part of CIP education in military teaching mainly involves two parts: 

first, military cultural knowledge, including military regulations and decrees, military theory, military thought, 

military history, military philosophy, military science and technology; second, military culture spiritual 

cultivation, which refers to the spiritual aspects of knowledge-based military culture, including military values, 

military beliefs and moral ethics, fighting spirit and spiritual style. The teaching of military culture in this paper 

mainly refers to the teaching of military culture knowledge and the cultivation of military culture spirit, and that 

is part of CIP education in military English teaching. 

4.2 Military Culture as Part of CIP Education 

The authors construct a TSC model to incorporate military culture knowledge and the cultivation of military 

culture spirit into the teaching practice. The TSC model means “Topic, Scenario, and Case” in the practice of 

language skills.    

“Topic” refers to military topics in reading practice. The authors choose a series of military topics as the 

teaching materials and contents, such as military training, military etiquette, military academies and education, 

military thought, weapons and equipment, overseas operations, etc. These topics are related to military culture, 

highlighting the military and its spiritual cultivation during the teaching. Based on these topics of military culture, 

cadets may immerse themselves in CIP education through reading and improve military culture literacy as well as 

language skills. 

“Scenario” refers to military simulated scenarioin speaking practice. In addition to military culture-related 

reading teaching, the authors design military simulated scenario to create a real situation for cadets to practice 

their oral English. For example, the authors design a peacekeeping scenario, and cadets are divided into different 

groups to complete different tasks as different officer staff.    

“Case” refers to military case study in comprehensive language practice. In language learning, there are lots 

of military cases related to combat and war, the teachers may organize cadets to discuss the cause, experience, 

results, etc. of the cases and help cadets to have in-depth understanding of the specifics of the cases through 

military culturallearning and discussion. By the whole process of military case analysis, the cadets not only know 

more about the military cases, but also improve their language expression ability and enhance their 

comprehensive quality of finding, analyzing and solving problems. 

4.3 Methods of CIP Education in Military English Teaching 

Compared with the methods of SIPC education, the authors address the indirect and inexplicit way of CIP 

education in language teaching class. It is necessary to adhere to the principle of “teaching for pleasure”, which 

means cadets are pleased to receive the CIP education just because it has naturally become part of the teaching. 

Some methods can be implemented.    
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Problem-solving discussion. According to the teaching contents, teachers may design some reasonable 

topicsfor cadets to think about and discuss in order to solve the problems. At a lower level, the discussion may be 

centered on questions, which are relatively easy to answer, and cadets may solve the problem according to the 

questions. But at a higher level, topics for discussion may be complexed and complicated, cadets need to 

cooperate and try different ways to complete the problems by groups. It is essential that problem-solving 

discussion topics should be targeted with the military. 

Debate-basedlearning. For controversial military topics, teachers can divide cadets into groups by taking a 

debate-learning method. Each group may have a point, and they find facts to support their ideas, and argue with 

the other side. By adopting a method of debate-based learning, cadets argue with each other and support their 

viewpoints, promote mutual learning and cooperation, and develop the critical thinking skills.  

Hands-on experience. Practical activities are a direct way to help cadets to gethands-on experience of the 

military. Practical activities can be in-class teaching practice activities, such as role-playing and short plays, and 

can also be out-side activities which cadets may go out of the barracks to visit some military spots, or to have 

exchange with other military academies, so that cadets may learn in a broader background to enhance learning 

participation and experience.  

5. Conclusion 

Military English teaching in military academies cultivates and develops the comprehensive language skills 

of cadets as well as military cultural literacy and combat spirit. The leading and inspiring role of military culture 

and its spirit cultivation will affect the formation and shaping of military cadets’ thoughts and values. Therefore, 

the ultimate goal of military English teaching in military academies aims to train qualified foreign language 

talents for national defense and future-army officers who may successfully fulfill foreign military tasks. This is 

different from the training goal of college English teaching in civilian colleges and universities, so military 

English teaching in military academies should highlight the CIP educationin military culture and combat spirit 

cultivation in the practice of language skills. 
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