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Abstract: One of the key current challenges in urban design and planning worldwide is the notion of “scale”, which is important in 
various levels of decision making for urban spaces such as squares. How “scale” is defined in the field of design and planning will lead 
to divergent approaches towards urban spaces, such as adaptation, obeying, alteration, and neglect. In order to create successful urban 
spaces with suitable scales that respond to users’ expectations, it is necessary to minimize the gap between the subjectivity and 
objectivity, and to this end, this paper studies the chronological process of such changes in Tehran and their impact on the design of one 
type of space: the urban square. Furthermore, this paper aims to identify if and how the subjectivity and objectivity of squares in Tehran 
have been changed as a result of chronological phases of transformation, particularly since the foundation of the city in 1524. The 
findings reveal how aspects of the city’s squares are disappearing, but need to be revived to achieve socio-cultural sustainability. The 
main methods applied include a review of the related literature, an appropriate analysis, and direct observation. 
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1. Introduction  

In the contemporary global context, one of the most 

important issues in the field of design and planning is 

the issue of “scale”, which is a factor in various phases 

of the entire design process, from the starting concept 

until the final product. This approach is necessary in 

order to create an artifact that is compatible with—or 

more precisely, responsive to—the needs and 

expectations of users. At the city level, the issue of 

scale can potentially create various and even divergent 

possibilities in how people perceive and behave 

towards urban spaces. Squares are one of the key urban 

spaces in today’s cities, and it is therefore necessary to 

consider them in terms of their scale. Some of the ways 

in which one can deal with designed urban spaces are 

adaptation, obeying, alteration, and neglect. 

In order to achieve an urban square that approves 

and improves users’ subjectivity, it is first necessary to 

study how the issue of scale has chronologically 

developed; in other words, the first step in investigating 
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an appropriate scale for the design of urban spaces in 

general and squares in particular is to study the 

chronological process of changes in context. It should 

be noted that the process of modernization and the 

entrance of automobiles in urban areas has affected the 

design of cities, and particularly the scales of these 

designs. This is a global challenge, and cities have dealt 

with this process in different ways, and therefore the 

issue should be studied in appropriate detail in each 

specific context [1-4]. 

This paper examines the specified context of the city 

of Tehran, and its urban spaces in the form of its 

squares. In order to investigate the issue of 

chronological changes of “scale” in subjectivity and 

objectivity in the design and planning of squares in 

Tehran, the paper first studies the city’s expansion and 

development, and the dynasties and kings who played a 

role in this development. This issue will be discussed in 

sections 2-8, after which the paper will go on to analyze 

how squares in Tehran have changed over time. 

Sections 9-10 will investigate the issue of “scale” in 

squares, in terms of subjectivity and objectivity. To 

conclude this research, section 11 will touch on the 
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disappearing or neglected aspects of scale in squares 

that, the author judges, need to be revived. The 

methods that will be applied to consider the 

chronological process of changes, as well as the 

contemporary situation of Tehran and its urban 

spaces—in particular its squares, both large and 

small—are a review of the related literature, a relevant 

analysis, and direct observation. 

2. As a Village: Tehran before and during the 
Mongol Invasion (until the 14th Century) 

The Mongol invasion of Iran took the form of three 

main attacks that took place between 1219 and 1256. 

These invasions, initiated by Genghis Khan, resulted in 

the establishment of the Ilkhanate dynasty in Iran, 

which ruled from 1256 to 1336, and the fall of the 

Khwarezmian1 dynasty (1078-12562) [5-7]. 

As explained by Anvar in 2011, Tehran, which is 

one of the largest cities in the world, was in its infancy 

one of many small and trivial villages around the city 

of Rey3 and was of such insignificance that the 

geographers of the day did not even mention its name, 

when listing nearby geographical locations [8]. 

The earliest records of Tehran as a distinct 

geographical location can be traced back to two authors, 

Abu Abd-ollah Mohammad ibn Hemad Tehrani Razi in 

847, and Mohammad ibn Saeed Doulabi Tehrani in 

838-922 [8]. The majority of the historical evidence of 

the early days of Tehran indicates that the perimeter of 

Tehran extended from the Alborz mountains in the 

north to the city of Rey (Ray) in the south. This 

description of the scale of the city refers to Tehran 

before the Mongol invasion of 1219; the Mongol 

attacks affected every city and village in the country to 

a certain degree. Tehran during the Mongol invasion is 

described as a large and densely populated village 

containing orchards and outstanding pomegranate 

gardens [8, 9]. 

Qazvini (1275)4 wrote that the Tehran of those days 

was a large village in which people lived in houses  

 

built underground to stay safe from invaders; each time 

the village was attacked, people took shelter in their 

houses underground, and remained there until the 

enemy had left the village, believing it was abandoned. 

As a result, Tehran was famous in those days as an 

underground village [8, 9]. 

3. Becoming a City: Tehran during the 
Safavid5 Dynasty (1501-1723), in Particular 
under Shah Tahmasp I6 (1524-1576) (Tehran 
from 1524 to 1723) 

During the Mongol invasion, the multiple attacks 

caused the decline of the city of Rey, and at the same 

time, Tehran gradually started to thrive; in other words, 

as a result of the Mongol invasion, Tehran began to 

enter a transition phase, transforming from a rural 

village into an urban center (for more details, please see 

Refs. [8-10]).  

In 1537, during the Safavid dynasty, Shah Tahmasp I 

went to Tehran to make a pilgrimage to a shrine called 

Imamzadeh Hamzeh, located near the shrine of Shah 

Abd-ol Azim,7 and it was this experience that drew his 

attention to Tehran. He paid at least one visit to this 

place and in 1556, ordered a wall to be erected around 

it. The wall had 114 towers, each of which bore a verse 

from the Holy Quran as a blessing, revealing the central 

role that religious beliefs played in the urban designs of 

Iran at that time. Tehran had four gates in those days: 

the Shah Abd-ol Azim gate in the south, the Shemiran 

gate in the north, the Doulab gate in the east, and the 

Qazvin gate in the west. This is the process by which 

Tehran became a city [3, 4, 8]. 

At that time, the main city’s structure included a 

bazaar, royal citadel,8 and central mosque,9 which were 

surrounded by four residential neighborhoods called 

Bazaar, Sanglaj, Oudlajan, and Chaleh Meidan. The 

co-presence of the bazaar, mosque, and residential 

neighborhoods reveals the incorporation of commercial, 

religious, and residential aspects in the first phase of 

the urban development of Tehran [3, 4, 8]. 
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Under Nasser-eddin Shah Qajar, the influence of 

Western design, and in particular French styles, started 

to become apparent in the various functions of the city. 

This came about as a result of the presence of European 

architects in Iran, and simultaneously, the return of 

Iranian-educated architects and engineers from Europe, 

and in particular from France. As explained by 

Banimasoud in 2009, until the middle of the reign of 

Nasser-eddin Shah Qajar, Tehran was known to be a 

city with Iranian-Islamic features. From the middle of 

the reign of Nasser-eddin Shah Qajar onwards, as a 

result of the Western influence, Tehran began to 

undergo a period of cultural eclecticism. 

While the old part of the city kept its traditional 

characteristics, the developing parts started to display 

European and Western characteristics. In 1976, 

Jamalzadeh described the features of Tehran at the end 

of the Qajar dynasty, stating that the city showed signs 

of civilization and modernization, but not in a complete 

and proper sense; for instance, it had telephone lines 

but not piped water; electric lights but not gas; a 

national parliament but not a public library; and it had 

tramways and automobiles, but not suitable streets for 

them to traverse [3, 8, 11, 15].  

A further explanation of how the relationship 

between tradition and modernity is defined, interpreted, 

and reflected in the urban context is beyond the scope 

of this research; however, discussions of the 

viewpoints of traditionalists and modernists have 

formed a key part of the debates that have taken place 

among contemporary intellectuals and critics. The 

concept of “Iranian modernity” put forward by 

Banimasoud in 2009 and “modernization without the 

process of modernity” advanced by Ghobadian in 2004 

are just two examples of the exciting variety and range 

of discussions regarding these viewpoints. One 

important facet of the concept of Iranian modernity in 

this research is the consequences of the increasing 

speed of development and expansion, the growth in 

construction, and the increasing population inside the 

newly expanded and ramparted Tehran [3, 4, 11, 16, 17].  

6. A Capital without Surrounding Walls: 
Tehran at the Time of Reza Shah Pahlavi22 
(1925-1941) 

Under Reza Shah Pahlavi, as a result of political, 

social, and economic transformations, Tehran 

transitioned into an administrative-industrial society. 

In order to make the city amenable to these 

fundamental changes, the ramparts of the city were 

demolished between 1932 and 1937, and the 

surrounding moat filled. Furthermore, new 

neighborhoods were constructed and added to certain 

areas of the city, while some former residential 

neighborhoods such as Sanglaj23 were completely 

demolished and reconstructed [3, 4, 8]. 

In the process of these fundamental changes to the 

spatial structure of the city, shaped under the effects of 

the international movement of modernism, Tehran was 

organized in a grid pattern, with streets forming 

straight axes; in other words, the previous organic, 

irregular, and spontaneous design of the city was 

converted into a regular grid network of streets and 

buildings, with the potential for expansion in all 

directions. As a result, the façade and the identity of the 

old town as a medieval city with surrounding walls 

were changed into a city that had a completely new 

look. The Iranian modernity that started under 

Nasser-eddin Shah Qajar, and in particular since 

middle of the reign of Nasser-eddin Shah Qajar, came 

to its fullest extent at the time of Reza Shah Pahlavi. 

This modernity, and then that of the Islamic Republic 

(1979-present), entered a phase characterized by a 

fissure between tradition and modernity [3, 4, 8, 16]. 
 



The Chr

  

764

Fig. 8  (Top)
functions and
 

Despite a

Shah Pahlav

mosques, 
 

Fig. 9  Tehra
 

ronological P

) The process 
d land use map

all the change

vi, the core of

bazaar, roy

an at the time o

Process of Ch

of change in 
p at the time of

es that took p

f the city—in

yal citadel, 

of Pahlavi I. (S

hanges in Iran

Tehran, 1932-
f Pahlavi I, in p

place under R

ncluding the m

squares, 

Source: Ref. [8

nian Urban S

-1937, at the t
particular duri

Reza 

main 

and 

min

at t

dyn

8]).  

paces – A Ca

time of Pahlav
ing the period 

nistries—still 

he time of N

nasty [3, 4, 8, 

ase Study: Te

vi I (1925-1941
1937–1941. (S

remains in th

Nasser-eddin S

11, 16, 17]. 

ehran and Its 

 

 
1); (Bottom) T

Source: Refs. [3

he same area 

Shah Qajar a

 

Squares 

Tehran’s main
3, 4]).  

as they were

and the Qajar

n 

e 

r 



The Chr

  

 

7. An 
Megalopo
Shah Pah
1941) 

After 194

Tehran conti

king, Pahlav

accelerated t

including th

subsequent i

and job opp

Islamic Re

between Iran

the land use
 

Fig. 10  (Lef
the ever-expa
 

In presen

cores in the 

street netwo

(network) w

expanding t

Rey in the so

 

 

ronological P

Expandin
lis: Tehran

hlavi24 (194

41, the exp

inued just as 

vi I. However

the process o

he new nat

increasing nu

portunities, W

volution of 

n and Iraq (19

e system of th

ft) The expansi
anding city. (So

nt-day Tehran

circular-sect

orks have fo

within the city

towards the T

outh. As expl

Process of Ch

ng City 
n since Moh
41-1979) (

ansion and 

it had done un

r, there were 

f expansion a

tional burea

umber of eco

World War II 

1979, the 

980-1988), m

he city and it

ion and develo
ource: Refs. [3

n, the central

tor design, an

formed a spi

y that has be

Tajrish area 

ained by Ham

hanges in Iran

Becomes 
hammad R
(Tehran si

development

nder the prev

many issues 

and developm

aucracy and 

onomic resou

(1939-1945),

eight-year 

assive change

s interconnec

pment of Tehr
, 4]).  

l core, the ad

nd the connec

ider-web pat

een continuo

in the north 

midi et al. in 1

nian Urban S

a 
Reza 
ince 

t of 

vious 

that 

ment, 

the 

urces 

, the 

war 

es in 

ction 

with

exp

con

T

city

num

to t

with

alth

as b

scal

circ

acte

dist

poin

ran, from the m

dded 

cting 

ttern 

ously 

and 

1997 

and

stru

com

one

dev

of a

paces – A Ca

h the econom

ports, and 

nsumer-based

These change

y’s population

mbers of imm

this populatio

h unforeseen 

hough the core

before, new a

les started to

cular-sector d

ed functiona

tributed cores

nt: 

main core in al

d Behzadfar i

uctural develo

mbination of 

e single-core

velopment fro

a circle, and o

ase Study: Te

mic structure

these led 

culture [3, 4

es resulted in

n, and an espe

migrants after 

on increase, t

speed, and a

e of the city re

areas featurin

o develop in

esign. Here, t

ally as con

s [3, 4, 11]. Fi

ll directions; (R

in 2007, it is

opment and e

three urban 

e25 city. Th

om a central c

over multiple 

ehran and Its 

e, and the in

to the gr

4, 17-19]. 

n a huge inc

ecially large g

1941. In ord

the city starte

as a part of th

remained in th

ng a variety o

n different lo

the main stre

nnecting pat

ig. 10 further

Right) The str

s possible to

expansion of

developmen

hese three 

core, over th

smaller core

Squares 765

crease of oil

owth of a

crease in the

growth in the

er to respond

ed to expand

is expansion,

he same place

of responsive

ocations in a

ets of Tehran

ths between

r clarifies this

 
eet network in

o sum up the

f Tehran as a

nt systems in

systems are

e radius axes

s [3, 4]. 

5

l 

a 

e 

e 

d 

d 

, 

e 

e 

a 

n 

n 

s 

n 

e 

a 

n 

e 

s 



The Chr

  

766

Fig. 11  (To
(1941-present
(Bottom-left) 
Tehran from 
 

At present

million, Teh

global level 

 

ronological P

op-left) The sp
t); (Top-right)
The circular-
a central core 

t, with a prov

hran is recog

[21-23]. How

Process of Ch

pider-web patt
) The expansio
-sector design 

in all direction

vincial popula

gnized as a m

wever, the term

hanges in Iran

tern of expan
on from a cent
from a centra
ns. (Source: R

ation of aroun

metropolis at

m “megalopo

nian Urban S

nsion from the
tral core towar
al core since th

Ref. [4]).  

nd 13 

t the 

olis”, 

app

exis

ove

paces – A Ca

e central core
rds the Tajrish
he time of Pah

plied by Fala

sting compl

er-expanded c

ase Study: Te

 of Tehran si
h area in the n
hlavi II; (Bott

amaki in 20

exities of t

city [24]. 

ehran and Its 

ince the time 
north and Rey
tom-right) The

007, further 

this over-po

Squares 

 

 
of Pahlavi II

y in the south;
e expansion of

clarifies the

opulated and

I 
; 
f 

e 

d 



The Chr

  

Fig. 12  Pres
 

8. The Ove

Tehran ha

since then, th

the Qajar d

(1925-1979)

During thes

undergone c

spatial chang
 

ronological P

sent-day Tehra

erall Proce

as been the c

he city has ex

dynasty (1794

), and the Isla

se years, the

constant deve

ges, and in pa

Process of Ch

an and the city

ess of Chan

apital of Iran

xperienced thr

4-1925), the 

amic Republi

 whole area 

elopment. Th

articular since

hanges in Iran

’s expansion si

nge in Tehr

n since 1794, 

ree historical e

Pahlavi dyn

c (1979-prese

of the city 

he structural 

e the city bec

nian Urban S

ince the Safavi

an  

 and 

eras: 

nasty 

ent). 

has 

and 

came  

the 

enc

eve

of a

foll

pres

cha

and

paces – A Ca

id dynasty. (So

capital, have

closed city wi

er-growing me

around 13 mi

lowing diag

sents the dyn

anges, and the

d expansion.

ase Study: Te

ource of the ba

e resulted in 

th a populatio

egalopolis wi

llion in 2017

gram summ

nasties and ki

e key points 

ehran and Its 

 
ase map: Refs. 

the transform

on of 15,000 

ith s provinci

7 [3, 4, 8, 11,

marizes and 

ings who ush

in Tehran’s 

Squares 767

[3, 4]).  

mation of an

in 1794 to an

al population

 22, 23]. The

graphically

hered in these

development

7

n 

n 

n 

e 

y 

e 

t 



The Chr

  

768

Fig. 13  The 
diagram are 
various resou
 

Over time

with four m

Tahmasp I

featuring ev

The followi

Tehran at th

extent of pr
 

ronological P

dynasties and 
Refs. [3, 4, 8, 

urces; however

e, Tehran has

main neighbo

I Safavid i

ver-developin

ing images s

he time of the 

esent-day Te

Process of Ch

kings that help
9, 11]. It shou

r, the most imp

s been transfo

orhoods at th

into an urb

g and unlimi

show a com

Safavid dyna

ehran. This p

hanges in Iran

ped to bring ab
uld be noted t

portant dates a

ormed from a 

he time of S

ban conurba

ited construct

mparison betw

asty and the l

rocess of cha

nian Urban S

bout change in
that under the

are given in the

city 

Shah 

ation  

tion. 

ween 

legal 

ange 

has 

“ne

neig

pro

of th

is f

pap

paces – A Ca

n Tehran. (Sou
e Afsharid and
e diagram). 

resulted 

eighborhood” 

ghborhood c

cess accelera

he city walls 

further develo

per. 

ase Study: Te

rce: Author). (
d Zand dynast

in changes

in the city

center, in T

ated after 193

was complete

oped in the f

ehran and Its 

 
(The sources a
ties, minor ch

s to the 

y, and in par

Tehranians’ 

37,26 when th

ed [3, 4, 26, 2

following sec

Squares 

applied for this
anges affected

concept of

rticular of a

minds. This

he demolition

27]. The point

ctions of this

 

s 
d 

f 

a 

s 

n 

t 

s 



The Chr

  

Fig. 14  Past
Afsharid, and
image: Refs. [
 

9. Squares
the Past 

The term 

Persian lang

Moein Encyc

an unconstr
 

Fig. 15  The 

 

ronological P

t and present-d
d Zand dynast
[3, 4]; Source o

s and Sma

“square” is e

guage. As defi

clopedic Pers

ructed or un

variety of desi

Process of Ch

day Tehran: (T
ties; (Bottom) 
of the base ma

all Squares

equivalent to

fined on page 

sian Dictiona

noccupied la

igns in squares

hanges in Iran

Top) Tehran a
Present-day T
p in the bottom

 in Tehran

 “meidan” in

1872 of the 2

ary, a “meidan

and plane [

s in the Iranian

nian Urban S

as a ramparted
Tehran as an 
m image: Ref. 

n in 

n the 

2003 

n” is 

[28]; 

how

con

and

and

stre

cen

brin

n traditional c

paces – A Ca

d city with four
ever-developin
[27]).  

wever, no sp

nstitutes a squ

d open space

d in Tehran, 

eets or the jun

ntral open area

ngs the feeling

ontext. (Sourc

ase Study: Te

r neighborhood
ng and -expand

ecific dimen

uare. A square

e surrounded 

squares were

nctions of ma

a of a square, w

g of being “ins

e: Ref. [26]).  

ehran and Its 

ds in the time o
ding city (Sou

nsion is defin

e can be said

by peripher

re formed at 

ain streets [3

with its surro

side” or “outs

Squares 769

 
of the Safavid,

urce of the top

ned for what

d to be a wide

ral buildings,

the sides of

3, 4, 28]. The

unding walls,

side” the area.

 

9

, 
p 

t 

e 

, 

f 

e 

, 

. 



The Chr

  

770

 

The squar

Iranian desig

and urban l

traditionally

functions a

military, rel

the squares 

functions, 

military, and

of two or mo

In additio

of the his

medium-size

neighborhoo

identified in

a small squa

center was 

comparison 

similar to t

neighborhoo

junction of s

street. In th

communal f

path, while 
 

Fig. 16  Exam

 

 

 

 

 
 

ronological P

re is a key u

gn, playing a

lives of citie

y gathering 

and purpose

igious, and l

enabled the

connecting, 

d governmen

ore of these [

on to squares 

storic contex

ed neighbo

od center, tw

n this context,

are (meidanch

a street or 

to other stree

the design o

od center w

streets and al

he linear desi

functions we

in the small 

mples of small 

Process of Ch

urban space 

an important 

es and citize

points with

es, fulfilling

leisure needs

e realization 

social, com

ntal matters, o

3, 11, 26, 29,

(meidan), in 

xt of Iran, 

orhood was 

wo types of w

, including a 

heh27). A line

r alley of g

ets and alleys 

of squares, t

was usually 

lleys, or at a 

ign neighbor

ere distribute

square neigh

square neighb

hanges in Iran

in the history

role in the so

ens. Squares 

h a variety

g governmen

. In other wo

of a variety

mmercial, sp

or a combina

, 30]. 

the urban sp

each large

home to

which have b

linear design

ear neighborh

reater width

in the area. Q

the small sq

located at 

corner of a m

rhood center,

ed alongside 

hborhood cen

borhood center

nian Urban S

ry of 

ocial 

 are 

y of 

ntal, 

ords, 

y of 

port, 

ation 

paces 

e or 

o a 

been 

n and 

hood 

h, in 

Quite 

quare 

the 

main 

, the 

 the 

nter, 

the 

peri

neig

(baz

or 

spa

I

the 

stor

nee

thes

long

play

poin

the 

Ram

resi

shap

wel

neig

and

indo

squ

des

rs in Iran. (Sou

paces – A Ca

key funct

ipheral space

ghborhood ce

zaarcheh28), 

reservoir un

ces [26, 31]. 

n the case of 

indoor space

res and mosqu

eds. In compa

se squares w

ger time for a

y. The centra

nt by local re

Day of Ashu

madan, and 

ident. As a 

pe of a smal

ll as on sp

ghborhood-sc

d photo of on

oor and out

uare neighbo

ign. 

urce: Ref. [26])

ase Study: Te

ions were 

of the square

enter were loc

mosques, pu

its, and othe

 

the small squ

es of the peri

ues were mai

arison, the un

were allocate

adults to com

al areas were

esidents for la

ura, the days o

in the case 

result, a nei

l square was 

pecific days,

cale issues [3

e such center

tdoor spaces 

rhood center

).  

ehran and Its 

distributed 

e. The key ele

cal stores or s

ublic baths, w

er communa

uare neighbor

ipheral area s

inly related to

noccupied cen

ed to transit

mmute, and fo

e also used as

amentation ri

of the month 

of the death

ighborhood c

 used in ever

, in order 

3, 4, 26, 31]

r is presented

and activit

rs in traditi

Squares 

around the

ements of the

small bazaars

water storage

l and public

rhood center,

such as small

o daily public

ntral areas of

, allowing a

or children to

s a gathering

ituals such as

Muharram,29

h of a local

center in the

ryday life, as

to cater to

]. A diagram

d to show the

ies in small

ional Iranian

 

e 

e 

s 

e 

c 

, 

l 

c 

f 

a 

o 

g 

s 
9 

l 

e 

s 

o 

m 

e 

l 

n 



The Chr

  

 

10. Squar
from Past
or Persist 

It would 

outline the m

Old31 Tehran
 

Fig. 17  The
(Bottom) Tajr
the top image
 

The recen

squares or 

gathering an

converted 

automobile-b

of streets in 

automobile-b

transformati

communicat

ronological P

res and Sm
t to Present

be beyond t

major and m

n. However, 

e transformatio
rish Square as
e: Refs. [3, 4]); 

nt trend has b

neighborho

nd meeting p

into nodes 

based streets

present-day T

based square

ion, the tend

tion that wa

Process of Ch

mall Squar
t: Whether

the scope of 

minor neighbo

Fig. 17 clari

on of streets a
s an example of

Source of the 

een for the op

ood centers 

points of loca

and cross

. In other wo

Tehran are al

es [3, 4, 26, 

dency for nei

as realized 

hanges in Iran

res in Teh
r to Disapp

f this researc

orhood center

ifies the prese

and squares: (T
f automobile-b
bottom image

pen spaces of

that were 

al residents w

sing points 

rds, the junct

lmost exclusi

37]. Despite 

ighborhood-s

in the prev

nian Urban S

hran 
pear 

ch to 

rs of 

ence  

of t

city

city

the 

regu

auto

Top) Approxim
based squares i
: Author).  

f the 

the 

were 

of 

tions 

ively 

this 

scale 

vious 

neig

I

squ

spa

live

prim

in t

of S

of 

paces – A Ca

the neighborh

y. As a result

y since 1937, 

urban conte

ular and irre

omobile-base

mate locations
in present-day 

ghborhood ce

n other wor

uares (meidan

ces have play

es of Tehra

mitive phases

the Safavid d

Shah Tahmas

squares we

ase Study: Te

hood centers i

t of the exce

the organic a

ext has been 

gular networ

ed system. 

s of neighborh
Tehran (2013)

enters has rem

rds, on a va

) or small squ

yed a key rol

an and Tehr

 of the develo

ynasty, and p

p I. However

re changed 

ehran and Its 

in the four are

essive develop

and spontaneo

substituted 

rks of streets

 

 
hood centers in
). (Source of th

mained to the

ariety of sca

uares (meidan

le in the soci

ranians, eve

opment of Te

particularly s

r, the concep

during the

Squares 771

eas of the old

pment of the

ous design of

by a grid of

s, serving an

n Old Tehran;
he base map in

present day. 

ales, whether

ncheh), these

ial and urban

er since the

ehran as a city

ince the time

t and designs

 subsequent

1

d 

e 

f 

f 

n 

; 
n 

 

r 

e 

n 

e 

y 

e 

s 

t 



The Chr

  

772

dynasties. Fo

1902 in the 

of Tehran 

under Reza 

that resulted

public space

11, 26]. H

objectivity o

the concept 

While th

Tehran repre

the scale of 

main) squar

platforms fo
 

Fig. 18  (To
Lamentation 
the bottom-le
 

Tehranian

squares has

However, th

influenced a

changes has

Tehran’s dev

society unde

ronological P

or example, t

late Qajar dy

into an adm

Shah Pahlav

d in the tran

es, and in par

However, des

of such square

of squares ha

he present a

esent the dom

automobile u

res and (som

or customs a

op) Tajrish Sq
on the day of A

eft image: Ref. 

ns’ subjectivi

s persisted o

he objectivity

at the same t

s accelerated

velopment int

er Shah Pah

Process of Ch

the entrance o

ynasty and th

ministrative-in

vi are two of 

nsformation o

rticular squar

spite the co

es, Tehranian

as remained u

automobile-ba

mination of m

use on most d

me) small s

and traditions

quare in the p
Ashura in Taj
[33]; Source fo

ity towards sq

over a long 

y of squares h

time, and th

d as a result

to an adminis

hlavi I and o

hanges in Iran

of automobile

he transforma

ndustrial soc

the key chan

of the design

res and streets

nversion of 

ns’ subjectivit

unchanged. 

ased squares

modernization

ays, (some of

squares are 

s associated w

past; (Bottom-
rish Square in
or the bottom-

quares and sm

period of t

has strongly b

e speed of th

t of two iss

strative-indus

onwards, and

nian Urban S

es in 

ation 

ciety 

nges 

n of 

s [3, 

the 

ty to 

s of 

n and 

f the 

still 

with 

citiz

resi

as d

eve

part

resi

11, 

soc

ritu

ped

spa

serv

belo

illu

 

 
-left) Present-

n present-day T
-right image: R

mall 

time. 

been 

hese 

sues: 

strial 

d the 

entr

this

squ

phy

squ

loca

at th

paces – A Ca

zens (in the

idents (in the 

demonstratio

ents on days

ticular even

idents are exa

38]. The util

ial and cultur

uals, along 

destrian and 

ces, necessita

ve the conte

ow images o

strate this iss

day, automob
Tehran. (Sourc
Ref. [34]). 

rance of autom

s subjectivity

uares and sm

ysical bodies 

uares continue

al citizens, an

he present tim

ase Study: Te

case of an

case of small

ns by pedest

s such as A

nts, and dai

amples that fu

lity of squares

ral identity of

with the gr

human scale

ate the reviva

emporary pub

of one of suc

ue. 

ile-based Tajr
ce for the top i

mobiles in 19

y—or more 

mall squares—

of these spac

e to play a k

nd can be con

me [3, 11, 38]

ehran and Its 

n urban squa

ll squares). A

trians, specif

Ashura, cele

ily gathering

urther clarify 

s and small s

f Tehranians’

radual disap

es in the des

al of these urb

blic lives of

ch space, Taj

rish Square; (
images: Ref. [3

902. The tend

precisely, t

—lies beyond

ces; in other 

key role in th

nsidered key 

]. 

Squares 

are) or local

ctivities such

fic mourning

ebrations for

gs of local

this point [3,

squares in the

 routines and

ppearance of

sign of these

ban spaces to

f locals. The

jrish Square,

 

 
(Bottom-right)
32]; Source for

dency to keep

the spirit of

d the current

words, these

he identity of

urban spaces

l 

h 

g 

r 

l 

, 

e 

d 

f 

e 

o 

e 

, 

) 
r 

p 

f 

t 

e 

f 

s 



The Chr

  

Despite a

taken place

automobile-b

concept of s

words, the 

platforms fo

remained un

[11, 38]. To

for squares a

this paper pr

squares into

to serve as n

a starting po

number of 

converted in

for strengthe
 

Fig. 19  Tehr
11]).  

ronological P

all the physic

e, and the 

based nodes, 

such squares 

attitude tow

r social, cultu

nchanged, in 

o improve the

and small squ

roposes conve

o pedestrianiz

neighborhood 

oint for future

such space

nto pedestrian

ening, revivin

ran and its dev

Process of Ch

cal transform

conversion 

the mental- a

is largely unc

ward squares

ural, and com

spite of the p

e design and p

uares in conte

erting some a

zed squares a

centers. This 

e researchers 

s that could

n-based urban

ng, and develo

velopments and

hanges in Iran

mations that h

of spaces

and identity-b

changed. In o

s as appropr

mmunal events

physical chan

planning stra

emporary Teh

automobile-ba

and small squ

could then cr

to investigate

d potentially

n spaces suit

oping the rout

d expansion. (S

nian Urban S

have 

s to 

ased 

other 

priate 

s has 

nges 

ategy 

hran, 

ased 

uares 

reate 

e the 

y be 

table 

tines 

and

eve

11.

T

plac

Tah

enc

eve

of 

pop

Teh

resi

who

asso

pres

Source of maps

paces – A Ca

d rituals of 

eryday life, an

. Conclusio

The structura

ce in Tehran

hmasp I, hav

closed city wi

er-growing me

around 13 m

pulation grow

hran has beco

idents and im

ole process o

ociated dyna

sented in Fig

s: Ref. [8, 9]; S

ase Study: Te

Tehranian 

nd on special 

ns 

l and spatial 

n, particularly

e resulted in 

th a populatio

egalopolis wi

million in 20

wth and the

ome a melting

mmigrants [3, 

of the main ch

asties and rul

s. 19 and 20. 

Source of the ap

ehran and Its 

residents in

occasions. 

 changes tha

y since the t

 the transform

on of 15,000 

ith a provinci

017. As a r

e resultant c

g pot of vario

4, 8, 11, 22, 

hanges in Te

lers are sum

 
pplied dates: R

Squares 773

n both their

at have taken

time of Shah

mation of an

in 1794 to an

al population

result of this

complexities,

ous groups of

23, 30]. The

ehran and the

mmarized and

Refs. [3, 4, 8, 9,

3

r 

n 

h 

n 

n 

n 

s 

, 

f 

e 

e 

d 

, 



The Chr

  

774

Fig. 20  (Top
(Bottom) Teh
bottom image
 

The entra

the trans

administrativ

Pahlavi resu

common spa

small squar

physical co

Tehranians’ 

unchanged; 

spaces of s

certain desir

identified b

residents du

occasions; 

spaces have

squares an

pedestrian-b

ronological P

p) Tehran at po
hran at point E
e: Ref. [36]).  

ance of autom

sformation 

ve-industrial 

ulted in the m

aces, and in pa

res [3, 4, 11

onversion an

attitudes tow

in the Irania

such squares 

red activities. 

by the domin

uring their ev

however, in

e been transfo

nd a resul

based squares

Process of Ch

oint A of the di
E: A south–nor

mobiles to the

of Tehra

society un

metamorphos

articular the c

, 26]. Howe

nd objectivi

ward squares

an-Tehranian 

allow resid

The squares 

nant routines

veryday lives

n present-day

formed into a

lt, there is

s that allow r

hanges in Iran

iagram above:
rth view of pre

city in 1902 

an into 

nder Reza S

sis of public 

city’s squares

ever, despite 

ity of squa

s have rema

context, the 

dents to perf

were formed

s and rituals

s and on spe

y Tehran, th

automobile-ba

s a need 

residents to c

nian Urban S

: A panoramic 
esent-day Tehr

 and 

an 

Shah 

and 

s and 

 the 

ares, 

ained 

free 

form 

d and 

s of 

ecial 

hese 

ased 

for 

carry 

out 

I

con

ped

resu

at t

nec

be 

neig

ave

help

of 

part

that

cus

Teh

loca

paces – A Ca

view of Tehra
ran. (Source of

their preferre

n contempor

nvert all 

destrian-based

ult from tra

the scale of 

cessary to iden

turned in

ghborhood c

enue for future

p to revive an

sustainability

ticular square

t the socio-cu

toms and t

hranian life, 

al residents c

ase Study: Te

n with the fort
f the top image

ed activities r

ary Tehran, i

automobile

d equivalents 

affic. In the

f the city of 

ntify the areas

nto pedestr

enters, which

e research. Su

nd strengthen

y regarding 

es and small s

ultural aspec

traditions as

as well as th

elebrate. 

ehran and Its 

tifications of Sh
e: Refs. [8, 35];

related to soc

it would be i

e-based sq

due to the ch

he design an

f Tehran, the

s that have th

trianized sq

h would ope

uch an invest

n the socio-cu

urban spa

squares. It sho

ct of squares 

ssociated wi

he special oc

Squares 

 

 
hah Tahmasp;
; Source of the

ial attitudes.

impossible to

uares into

hallenges that

nd planning

erefore, it is

he potential to

quares and

en up a new

igation could

ultural aspect

ces, and in

ould be noted

incorporates

th everyday

ccasions that

; 
e 

o 

o 

t 

g       

s 

o 

d 

w 

d 

t 

n 

d 

s 

y 

t 



The Chronological Process of Changes in Iranian Urban Spaces – A Case Study: Tehran and Its Squares 

  

775

Footnotes 

1. Also written “Khwarezmid” and “Khwarazmian”. 
2. This dynasty enjoyed its fullest power in Iran in 

1078-1221, after which wars resulted in the gradual 
decentralisation of the dynasty’s power. Depending on the 
source, the duration of authority of this dynasty is written 
as 1078-1221, 1078-1231, and 1078-1256. 

3. Rey or Ray is one of the most ancient cities of Iran, with 
a history dating to 4,000 BCE. At present, this city is 
located in the southeast area of Tehran, in district 20. In 
other words, it is now a suburb of Tehran [16]. 

4. The original book is called “Asar-ol-Belad va 
akhbar-ol-Ebad”, and was written in Arabic in 1275. It was 
translated into Persian and modified later at the time of the 
Qajar dynasty (Mohammad Shah and Nasser-eddin Shah. 
It was then revised and additional material included, 
complemented by Mirhashem Mohaddes in 1994. 

5. Also written as the “Safavi” dynasty. 
6. Also written “Tahmasb”. 
7. The shrine of Shah Abd-ol Azim is located in Rey and is a 

key pilgrimage destination for Tehranians. The main areas 
of this shrine can be dated to 1335 [39]. 

8. Also written Royal “Arq” or “Arg”, this included the 
royal family’s dwelling and establishment. 

9. The main mosque of the city is known as the Jameh 
Mosque. “Jameh” means “comprehensive” in Persian, and 
hence the Jameh Mosque is the city’s principal mosque 
[40].  

10. All diagrams in this paper were graphically edited for 
presentation, and the text converted into English.  

11. This is also written “Agha Mohammad Khan”. 
12. This is also written “Nasser al-Din Shah or Nassereddin 

Shah”. 
13. The center of authority is also called Dar-ol-Khelafeh. 

“Dar” in Persian means “house”, and the term “khelafeh” 
means “authority” and “command”. Hence, 
“Dar-ol-Khelafeh” means “the center of domination” [2-4, 
8, 9, 11]. 

14. New Year in Iran is called Norouz and occurs at the 
spring equinox, equivalent to March 20-21. 

15. The sources for this diagram are Refs. [3, 4, 11]. 
16. The number of gates in Tehran rose to six under the Qajar 

dynasty, before the time of Nasser-eddin Shah).    
17. Tehran in the first period of the Qajar dynasty (Tehran 

1794-1848). 
18. Tehran in the second period of the Qajar dynasty (Tehran 

in 1848-1925). 
19. The sources for this diagram are Refs. [3, 4, 8, 11].  
20. The three gardens were called Khosrow Khan, 

Qourkhaneh, and Amanollah Khan [11]. 
21. The moat was functional until 1930. During the reign of 

Reza Shah Pahlavi. Later, when the city walls were 

demolished under Reza Shah Pahlavi, the moat was filled.    
22. Reza Shah Pahlavi is also known as Pahlavi I. 
23. For more details on the location of this neighborhood, 

please see section 3 (“Becoming a city”) in this paper. 
24. Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi is also known as Pahlavi 

II. 
25. The term “single-core” focuses on the central core of 

Tehran, which has remained in the same place since the 
time of Shah Tahmasp I. 

26. The demolition of the city’s ramparts took place in 
1932-1937 under Reza Shah Pahlavi. 

27. “Meidancheh” in the Persian language consists of two 
words: “meidan” and “cheh”. “Meidan” is equivalent to 
“square” and “cheh” is a suffix that denotes “small” [40].   

28. “Bazaarcheh” in the Persian language consists of two 
words: “bazaar” and “cheh”. The suffix “cheh” means 
“small” [40]. 

29. Every year, on the day known as Ashura in Iran and other 
Islamic countries, a lamentation and public mourning is 
held for the commemoration of a holy figure in Shia Islam, 
Imam Husayn. Ashura is held on the 10th day of the month 
called Muharram, which is the first month of the Islamic 
Arabic calendar. Ashura was the day on which the tragic 
massacre of Karbala took place in 680 CE. In this 
massacre, the prophet’s grandson, Husayn, was killed, 
along with most of his close family members. 

30. It should be noted that the main calendar in use in Iran, 
which was originally formed at the time of the Sassanid 
Empire, is called “Shamsi” (the Iranian solar calendar). 
This calendar has been modified and revised over time. In 
the present format—also known as the Jalali 
calendar—there are 12 months: Farvardin, Ordibehesht, 
Khordad, Tir, Mordad, Shahrivar, Mehr, Aban, Azar, Dey, 
Bahman, and Esfand. The year starts at the exact moment 
of the vernal equinox. The first six months have 31 days, 
while the next five have 30, and the last month, Esfand, 
can have 29 or 30 days. The Zoroastrian Sassanid, also 
known as the Sassanian Empire (224-651 CE), fell to the 
Arab Islamic invasion in 651 CE, but the Shamsi calendar 
that was formed in 621 CE remains the main calendar in 
use in Iran to the present [41-43]. 

31. The term “Old Tehran” here refers to the Safavid, Afsharid, 
Zand, and first-period Qajar dynasties. In other words, the 
means Tehran from 1501 to 1848 [3, 4]. 
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