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Cultural reconstruction is the application of cultural capitalization, and the process of the game between multiple 

subjects. This paper discusses the demands of various stakeholders and presents the challenges faced by the cultural 

reconstruction led by the government’s centralized leadership. The conclusion is that the government should 

vigorously organize multiple forces to participate in cultural reconstruction in order to form a 

multiple-participation-mechanism under a centralized leadership. 
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Cultural reconstruction originates from the concept of Cultural Adaptation by American anthropologist, 

Steward, namely, cultural reproduction under conscious guidance. Early in the 1970s, Bourdieu, the 

distinguished sociologist, gave a landmark interpretation of cultural reproduction, in which, the field, capital and 

survival mentality together formed the core of Bourdieu’s theory. These three concepts influenced each other in 

practice and transformed each other into the operation and renewal of culture. Cultural reconstruction is an 

localized  interpretation of Bourdieu’s theory in light of China’s actual conditions. At the end of the 1990s, Gao 

Bingzhong and Luo Kanglong respectively demonstrated the concept of cultural reconstruction. Later, 

Bourdieu’s Social Theory by Gao Xuanyang further promoted the conceptual reconstruction of cultural 

reconstruction. 

Cultural reconstruction is the process of promoting differentiation, and of the traditional cultural 

continuation and display. On a deeper level, the practice of cultural reconstruction is also the application of 

cultural capitalization, and the compromise between traditional and modern culture driven by interests1.  

Background Introduction of the Study Site 

In 2009, the State Ethnic Affairs Commission and the Ministry of Finance jointly launched the Project of 

Protecting and Rebuilding Villages with Ethnic Minority Characteristics, and started the 13th Five-Year Plan for 

the protection and development of villages and towns with ethnic minority characteristics in January 2015. Under 
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the background of the state’s allocating the developing resources, the traditional cultures of ethnic minorities all 

over the country have started restoring and rebuilding process in an effort to win recognition and local 

development. In 2011, I started a field investigation on the only Hui Township (located in the north of Yangzhou) 

in Jiangsu province. The local government has been conducting reconstruction by fostering the township with 

ethnic characteristics as main brand, the ancient mosque as a landmark, and also actively highlighting the Islamic 

symbols in the style of the town buildings to manifest the visible place. Now, under the efforts of the local 

government, the Lingtang Hui Township has been entitled as The Most Charming Muslim Township in the 

Country, The Famous Tourism Township with Characteristic Landscapes in Jiangsu Province, The Hometown of 

Halal Food in Jiangsu, and The National Pilot Unit for Constructing Beautiful Country. Within the area, the 

Muslim Village was named The Village with Ethnic Minority Characteristics in China, and the Ancient Mosque 

was rated as a National AA Tourist Attraction. Lingtang Hui Township is creating an attractive visible place to 

present imaginary foreign land to tourists. 

The Multi Interest Demands of Cultural Reconstruction 

Bourdieu believes that culture, on the one hand, keeps the balance of itself through continuous 

“reproduction” to sustain the society. On the other hand, the reproduced is not an unchanging cultural system, but 

a result of the interaction of various forces within the established time and space2. The process of cultural 

reconstruction illustrated by the paper is the local landscape created by the government, religious people, 

outsiders and locals. 

Government: The Need to Maintain Local Characteristics and the Need for Economic Development 

The local government’s conduct of cultural reconstruction in this case mainly includes two aspects. The first 

is the production of cultural differences, including the reconstruction of religious cultural landscape, the 

declaration of intangible cultural heritage of minority customs, the construction of Minority Cultural Memorial 

Hall (Cultural Palace of Nationalities) and the reconstruction of the residential culture. The second aspect is the 

reconstruction of landscape villages and towns from the perspective of tourism space planning. In this process, 

the government is the promoter of capital injection and policy planning. To be sure, if it was not the official 

reconstruction of the important landscape symbols, even the historic religious buildings would remain 

unfrequented, and the traditional culture would even fracture. At the historical opportunity of cultural pluralism, 

the government has shown unprecedented respect for religion, and given support to normal religious activities. 

Supported by government-led capital injection and the officially created framework of ethnic tourism, the 

landscape construction (the mosque as the core symbol) not only provided a place for local Muslims to organize 

and participate in religious activities, but also established local tourist attractions for the Hui Township of 

Lingtang. The reconstruction of ethnic culture not only helps to arouse the historical memory and national pride 

of the in-groups , but also helps the out-groups have a new understanding of the marginal groups dissociating 

from the core culture of the Han nationality.  

As a major investor in the reconstruction of local culture, the government is also a rational economic person 

pursuing interests. Cultural reconstruction can enhance the popularity of Lingtang and the multi-party capital 
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injection, thus accelerating the local economy, because the value determination of historical heritage and its 

function of cultural tourism can endow inanimate fields a second life, as an exhibition of itself3. National symbols, 

as cultural display, may be more profitable than before. 

Religious People: The Appeal of the Ethnic Cultural Revival 

In the ethnic community where the Hui and Han live together, the mosque is especially significant to the 

bearing and appearance of the Lingtang ethnic culture. For the local Hui people, the mosque is the carrying field 

of collective memory. The culture system and characteristics of the Hui people in Lingtang can be maintained and 

displayed because of this carrying field. 

After the mosque being severed as the core landscape symbol of cultural reconstruction, the religious people 

are also pushed to the forefront of cultural reset, and become the main endogenous forces to arouse the memory 

and the cultural consciousness of ethnic groups. Different from the situation the author’s first visit to Lingtang in 

2011, the imams in the mosque was keeping office hours on a daily basis, wearing a prayer caps, popularizing 

fasting in Ramadan, and unifying normalization dressing up ritual costumes on religious festivals. The imams, 

working in concert with the Mosque Management Committee, influence the religious restoration of the local 

people by promoting Ibadan such as worship and fasting in Ramadan. 

Visitors: Expectations for Alien Places and Demands for Heterogeneous Cultural Experiences  

The travel of visitors is called the exile to other places and the shuttle in the intercultural space. The group of 

visitors, often referred to as post-nostalgia, seek the experience of Cultural Games, rather than the absolute 

genuineness and reality of culture4. Under the cultural reconstruction, the functional transformation of the local 

landmark landscape has further facilitated the extension of the principal part of this cultural field activities from 

the self to the other. Visitors continued going to Lingtang, and especially during the period from 2014 to 2015 the 

number of tourists increased sharply owing to extra marketing efforts. The Islamic architectures, including 

signboard with ethnic characteristic at the entrance of the Hui nationality township in Lingtang, the Ancient 

Mosque, the New Mosque, the Arab-style Gate, the Hui Community, the Ethnic Square, the exterior of the 

government building and the Commercial Street, are all the objects of the visitors’ gaze. 

Local People: The Interweaving Appeal of Primordial Emotion and Instrumentalism 

Cultural reconstruction usually shows the dual meaning of saving marginal cultures and transferring them 

into visitable cultural scenes. Locals, as cultural subjects, also want to display their historical and identity 

resources on the scenery stage reconstructed by the government. In terms of rooted emotions, the local people 

support the government’s conduct because they believe that cultural reconstruction can help in remembering their 

history and ethnic origins. From the viewpoint of instrumentalism, however, the so-called ethnic identity and 

tradition are only tools for people to gain economic and political interests5. The most talked-about issue from the 

locals to the writer is the hope that the cultural reconstruction led by the government can attract more tourists, 

stimulate consumption, accelerate the development of the community, and finally achieve self realization. But in 

their opinion, the current cultural reconstruction is only superficial and can not bring in community participation, 
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and the personal interests realization is missing. 

Government’s Centralized Leadership Leads to Insufficient Multivariate Participation 

The government represents the power of the state, and its various community development policies will 

inevitably have an economic and cultural impact on the local communities. The government of Lingtang, as an 

agent of local culture, declared the Hui customs and the Muslim Village as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Yangzhou and the Village with Ethnic Minority Characteristics in China, maintained the mosque and constructed 

some new scenery with Islamic elements. 

The local government has always been using symbols of religious architectures to carry out external 

marketing, which makes the first contact between the sightseers and the Township not the scenery itself, but the 

description of it. The tourists regard the mosque as the information that must be obtained from Lingtang, and at 

the same time, also form a mental intention of visiting the mosque is equivalent to experiencing the hui 

nationality culture in Lingtang. As MacCannell said, during sightseeing, tourists’ attention to scenery signs is 

more important than scenery itself6. The landscape sign reconstructed by Lingtang township is worth noting for 

tourists, but the landscape itself will disappoint tourists. Therefore, only a small percentage of tourists come to 

Lingtang in a true sense of sightseeing. 

In the ten years of cultural reconstruction, due to the lack of scenery attractiveness and excellent landscape 

system, the market promotion of Lingtang Hui Township is slow. The locals, as the cultural subject, have also 

experienced the change from being excited and proud of the government-led cultural reconstruction to being used 

to it, and then to being passive observers. Due to the absence of community participation, more and more locals 

take tourists’ visiting as government receptions. Throughout the whole process of field research, I really have not 

noticed any verbal expression of hoping to earn a living through cultural reconstruction from the local residents 

who have less expectation in the government conduct. Even in some relatively big and experienced halal 

restaurants like Huiling Pavilion and Huixiang House, when I and team members having dinners there several 

times as tourists, the owners received us with a very free and easy manner rather than the professional hospitable 

and joyful reception for customers, which also indicates that cultural subjectivity has not been spurred up. 

In addition, the exclusiveness of religion makes the religious people support the government-led cultural 

reconstruction with the inheriting of ethnic culture as the fundamental goal, but not paying much attention to the 

issues such as the consumption of cultural symbols and the transformation of cultural capital to economic capital. 

Conclusion 

Cultural reconstruction is a process of gaming and negotiating between multiple stakeholders. Through 

marketization and industrialization, the government has facilitated the cultural reconstruction of the ethnic 

community to a certain scale, but the revivification of tradition has only been on the level of materialization, 

rather than been actually activized. In the area with less potential for commercial development, the limitations of 

the market force will inevitably lead to lack of funding, and in this context, the role of the government is 
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indispensable7. However, there is a cooperative game between the government and investors, and without the 

participation of investors, the capitalization of cultural reconstruction will go without Catfish Effect. Therefore, 

striving for foreign capital investment is also an important responsibility of the government. 

Sebele believes that community participation can provide more opportunities for local residents to increase 

income8. The government should not only pay attention to the rooted environment bearing the local significance, 

but also to people’s demand for local functionality. However, as for the case of my investigation, community 

participation is decided by market. To expand the market for the consumption of ethnic cultural symbols, it is 

necessary to transform the scenery symbols into actual scenery, change the materialization into an activated 

reconfiguration, and convert visitors transient game-like aesthetic appreciation into tourism aesthetic 

appreciation and consumption, which is a complex and risky process of exploration. And this process should be 

carried out under multi participation mechanism led by the government rather than be the burden of local 

government’s one-sided decision-making system. It is certain that only effectively mobilized multiple forces can 

drive the reconstruction of local culture forward. 
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